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where, according to his principle, the freedom between the antecedent and the consequent comes in? Necessitarianism says that you do whatever you are doing because you cannot help it; you live in a certain manner because you have no alternative, no power to overcome circumstances. That man has no more merit than a cabbage is acknowledged by one whose name I do not care to give, asrhe is dead ; but I will shew it to Mr.Bradlaugh afterwards. (Cries of "Name.")
Mr'. BRADLAUGH : I am sure that I do not wish anything to be kept secret.
Dr. McCANN: It was Mr. Austin Holyoake. (Cheers.) He said, when chairman once for Mr. Bradlaugh : ulie did not consider any thanks were due to him for what lie might have done in a public way during the last twenty years, as he could not help the impulses of his nature ; they were beyond his control; but he trusted that what he might do in the future would merit the approbation of his fellow-men." Mr. Bradlaugh will require to point out where Is the freedom of will between our antecedent impulses and our subsequent actions.
Mr. BRAD LAUGH : If the .Rev. Dr. McCann thought that I should travel out of the line by reading to you the principles of the National Secular Society, it was his duty to tell me that when he invited me to debate, and when I told him that those were the principles I should defend.. If he wished to debate Atheism, he would not have found me reluctant. I am an Atheist, and I am not ashamed of my Atheism ; but my duty here is to defend Secularism. My duty is not only to state my own views as clear as 1 can, but fairly to represent to you, as far as possible, the general consensus of opinion amongst Secularists. Now, Dr. McCuim asks me for a definition which will separate Secularism from all other isms. I can separate it from some isms. It is unnecessary to-night that I. should separate it from nil. J separate il from Christianism by saying that it holds the opinion that the beliefs of Christians are not absolutely or at all necessary to morality. That is a definition which, .1 hope, will separate it, and if the definition is required to bo. explained I will endeavor to explain it; but J will not depart from what he has mapped out for debate unless lie wishes it, Then the Rev. Dr. McCann said that we are conscious; and while he s9id he would leave the Negroes to look after